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Prepared by Jerry Bates, Member, South Hill Historical Society
Moreover, SHHS members need a setting that is
For some five years the South Hill Historical Sounambiguous for doing research, writing, talking,
ciety (SHHS) has been going through the process
and accumulating historical facts.
of establishing itself. A legal corporation has been
formed under IRS Code 501c(3). Members have
The basic township designations for the State of
been recruited. A near term officer group has
Washington will be used as the starting point for
evolved. Research is being done. Archives are
such a definition. The township system for the
being created. Debates have been undertaken on
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the many issues relating to the establishing and
at a point near the intersecplanning for an organization
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Historical South Hill the Columbia Rivers, in the
southwestern metropolitan
However, having acknowledged
area of Portland, Oregon. An
this startup and its necessary
161
imaginary north-south line
problem-solving work, one spe88TH St
15TH AV
through that point is known
cific question continues to arise.
96TH ST
as the “Willamette MeridIt has yet to be answered. It is
City of
Puyallup
ian.” That line extends North
the development of a definition
512
into the Puget Sound area.
of the geographical area that
39TH AV SE
39TH AV SW
Rd
43RD AV SE
112TH ST. E
ry
a
An imaginary east-west line
SHHS should use to establish its
lit
Mi
122ND ST E Old
through that same point is
boundaries of interest. This pa128TH ST E
known as the “Range.” The
per addresses that question and
136TH ST E
range line extends completely
presents a proposed solution.
144TH ST E
across the State of Washington, in both an easterly
A FRAME OF REFERENCE
152TH ST E
NORTH
and westerly direction. UsIn our local area there now exist,
Thun
160TH ST E
Field
ing maps of Washington
or have recently existed, a numState, and by inspection, it is
ber of official and quasi-official
ise
176 TH ST
Sunr
concluded that the northern
groups that have in various ways
location of South Hill within
developed an identification of
this system, as measured
the geographical limits of South
along the meridian, could be
Hill. Unfortunately, each group
200TH ST E
entirely within, or in parts of,
has focused only on a definition
©
South
Hill
Historical
Society,
March
2007
Map
by
Jerry
Bates
three Townships: 18N, 19N,
that is tailored for its own speor 20N. Also, again by incific purpose. The Pierce County
spection, it is determined that South Hill is located
Department of Public Works, for example, has
four townships to the east along the range line.
one definition. In the political arena, the County
Thus, a specific location on South Hill might be
Council has erected identification signs on several
designated as being in Township 19 North, Range
arterials on the Hill, which taken as a whole tend
4, East (usually written as T19N, R 4 E).
to define the South Hill boundaries. Its designation is different from the one being used by the
As noted above, within each township the geoPublic Works signage. The South Hill Community
graphic area is divided into 36 one-mile squares.
Plan developers in their work utilized still another
Each one-mile square is called a Section. Each
unique set of boundary locations. The County’s
section is numbered, starting with the number 1,
Planning and Land Use Department, through its
in the northeast corner and ending with 36 in the
South Hill Land Use Advisory Committee (SHAC),
southeast corner.
has still another set of definitions. The US Postal Service does not adhere to any of the other
This is the coordinate system that will be used
schemes. So depending on which group or record
you consult, a different answer will be obtained for for defining SHHS boundaries in the geography
of South Hill. It is the same system that is comthe boundaries of South Hill. There appears to be
monly used by governmental organizations. Land
no common definition in use.
surveyors, land title companies, and developers
also use this scheme in their work. The concepts
Since a common South Hill boundary framework
are well known and the ideas communicate easily.
does not exist, a specific one must be established
for SHHS purposes. Such a definition is necessary
so members of the society can work and communi- SOUTH HILL IN THE TOWNSHIP SYSTEM
Using the township grid system as a reference,
cate with each other and with the public at large.
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where does South Hill fit in? There are valid
considerations for using at least some of the areas
described by three township numbers: 18N, 19N,
& 20N. As noted above, and by inspection, Range
4, East, appears to be the appropriate range number to use.

ally depict territory in the Puyallup River Valley
and are not descriptive of what would be generally
called South Hill. This is not to say that these
sections are insignificant from the point of view of
historical developments on South Hill. Actually it
is acknowledged that, in the pioneer days, many
of the hill’s southern residents used a number of
trails to the east to reach their properties. Before
a road system was developed, it was the only practical way to reach the Puyallup River, the railroad,
and a market. But after due consideration, it is rationalized that for purposes of historical data collection the eastern sections of Township 19 should
be excluded from any SHHS definition of South
Hill. Those Sections are 1, 12, 13, 24, 25, and 36,
all of which lie east of the ridge and at lower elevations.

TOWNSHIP 20N, RANGE 4 EAST
Township 20N is the most northern township of
the three under consideration. Most of its area
covers the City of Puyallup and surrounding
tracts. However, the southern row of sections,
numbers 31 through 36 are relevant for adoption
by SHHS when taking into account South Hill’s
history. There are at least two rationalizations for
this reasoning.
First, Sections 31 through 36 contain the northern inclines of that geographical area we now call
South Hill. These slopes are clearly shown on early
maps and are particularly visible on an 1864 map,
a copy of which is in the SHHS archives. That
map was drawn from a survey done during the
second quarter of 1864 by Henry I. Beerenson. It
was filed with the Surveyor General’s Office on
November 18, 1864.

TOWNSHIP 19N, RANGE 4 EAST, WESTERN
BOUNDARY
On modern maps the western boundary of the
township corresponds to a North-South line on
Canyon Road East. An initial reaction is a feeling that such a boundary is too far west for SHHS
purposes. Inspections of extant early maps, however, support the idea of Canyon Road as a western boundary. A 1915 map, for example, displays
settlements throughout Sections 6, 7, 18, 19, 30
and 31 (those sections that border on present day
Canyon Road). Those projects are labeled with
names such as Puyallup Fruit & Garden Tracts
and the Fruitdale Garden Tract [Note: Fruitdale
Gardens on some old maps are identified, but this
project may be more properly identified as the contemporary Fruitland Garden tract]. Additionally,
many of these names have been mentioned in data
that SHHS has already collected in interviews with
older residents, as well as from the reading of written records generated by a variety of sources.

Secondly, various locations on these slopes are
already a part of several SHHS data banks about
South Hill’s historical settlements. Through research it is becoming clear that much of the early
history of South Hill started with migrations up
these hillsides. It is suggested that these movements eventually led to the establishment of footholds further south and on top of the hill. Another
example about the importance of this area comes
from the strong community relationships that are
known to have developed among families near
present-day Woodbine Cemetery. And, also from
the writings from those families whose children
attended the Puyallup Heights School (in present
day terms, located about Meridian Avenue and
103rd Street). It can be argued with some validity that Section 36 should not be included in this
grouping. But that section does include some of
the eastern slopes of the hill and should be a part
of any SHHS thinking. This recommendation is
further reinforced by an examination of collected
SHHS data involving the Maplewood watershed
and the early Tacoma Power and Water Company.

Some may argue that the southwestern areas of
the township are not historically significant. In
fact, to date SHHS research has not documented
much in the way of historical activity in Sections
19, 30 and 31. It is a valid argument also that
some of this area should be considered to be in
the Frederickson community. But it should not be
overlooked that the Pierce County Heritage Corridor now exists across Section 19 (the old Military
Road, circa 1840s) and that a historic dump is
located at the approximate intersection of Sections 19, 20, 29 and 30. To date that dump has
been mentioned in interviews by a number of older
people. It apparently played a significant role in
the early life of local residents from several parts
of the hill. In summary it is acknowledged that
these areas have not yet been subjected to the
level of SHHS scrutiny, as have other parts of the
township. It is believed, however, that when they
receive additional focus a closer connection will be
established with other parts of the township.

TOWNSHIP 19N, RANGE 4 EAST
All of what is now commonly called South Hill
fits into Township 19, when considering both the
township’s northern and southern boundaries.
Moreover, historically, this area has also been
recognized by other organizations. At one time, for
example, (in the late1960s and early 1970s), there
was a Township Nineteen Association (designated
by the symbol T19A), which was the precursor of
the present day South Hill Community Council. It
can be argued that some of the southern sections
are too far south, but that thinking is about some
of the very southern parts of some sections, and
not the entire section line. So it seems reasonable
that both the northern and southern boundaries
of the township be made South Hill for SHHS purposes. The eastern and western boundaries are
not so apparent and will be discussed elsewhere.

Thus, it is specified that the western boundary of
Township 19N (Canyon Road East) be the boundary line for defining the SHHS area of interest.
TOWNSHIP 18N, RANGE 4 EAST
Township 18N is the most southerly of the three
townships being evaluated. When analyzing this
area an initial reaction is that none of it should
be considered as South Hill for SHHS purposes. A
closer examination of its northern row of sections
(Sections 1 through 6), however, and a scrutiny of
data already collected by SHHS, leads to the con-

TOWNSHIP 19N, RANGE 4 EAST, EASTERN
BOUNDARY
When topographic maps are consulted, it is noted
that most of the township’s eastern sections actu2

clusion that the history of South Hill does in fact
extend into these sectors. It can be argued with
considerable authority, of course, that the western
sections are closely related to the Frederickson
area and that the eastern sections fit more into
the Graham tract. But, even granting that such is
true, it does not mean that history stops at specific
geographical points and historical events that happened cannot be considered in regional thinking.

A SUMMARY USING MODERN DESIGNATIONS
Unfortunately there are not always streets or
roads along all the Section lines in the designations listed above. For practical purposes, however,
selections can be made using modern streets and
roads, all of which pick up the spirit of the township designations. Thus, the following are adopted:
North: The northern boundary of the SHHS area
of interest is defined as 88th Street, as designated
by the Pierce County grid system. Where this
line crosses the City of Puyallup, it coincides with
15th Avenue, SE/SW in the City’s system. This is
the southern line of the Western Washington Fair
boundary. So a north line at 88th Street is selected. This does not include all of the southern sections of Township 20, but does include those areas
adjacent to the South Hill incline that should be
the most important to SHHS.

As an illustration, there is, for example, the paper
I wrote about Meridian Avenue. It includes several
descriptions of that highway, reaching almost to
Graham in some portrayals. Also, on the western
side of the Township, there are numerous connections to the Old Military Road and the old “dump.”
So there are a number of known and obvious
South Hill connections to the northern parts of
the Township and as such the case is made for
including the northern sections in the SHHS area
of interest.

South: The southern boundary of the SHHS area
is more elusive, as there appears to be no street
or road near the section line. However, again by
inspection, it would appear that a line at 200th
Street would include all the presently known areas
of interest to SHHS. So 200th Street is designated
as the southern boundary. As in the north, this
line does not include the most southern part of the
Sections, but does include known areas of interest.

So it is defined that the northern row of sections
(Sections 1 through 6) in Township 18N, is a part
of the definition of SHHS boundaries.
A SUMMARY USING TOWNSHIP DESIGNATIONS
Using the township designations the SHHS defined
area of interest is as follows:
North: Sections 31 through 36 of Township 20N.
That is, the southern lineof sections in Township
20N.
South: The southern boundary of the first row
of sections in Township 18. That is, Sections 1
through 6 of Township 18N.
East: The bluff overlooking the Puyallup Valley
(i.e., Township 19N, excluding Sections 1, 12, 13,
24, 25, and 36).
West: The western line of Township 19N. Including the western lines of Section 31 in T20N and
Section 6 in T18N.

East: The top of the bluff overlooking the Puyallup
River is designated as the eastern boundary of the
SHHS designation. From time-to-time, as research is undertaken, it may be necessary to penetrate this line for specific reasons. But, in general,
the top of the bluff appears to be a reasonable
designation.
West: Canyon Road East is designated the western
most line of SHHS interest.
So in summary the SHHS defined geography of
interest for South Hill extends from 88th Street
in the north, to 200th Street in the south. And,
stretches from Canyon Road on the west, to the
top of the Puyallup River Valley bluff on the east.
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From the Treasurer

Our Current Members

by Ben Peters

Andy G. Anderson
John & Ruth Anderson
Jim & Elizabeth Anema
Bob Ballou
Jerry Bates
Ward F. Bradley
Marilyn Burnett
Roger Bush
Bob Crabb
James H. Dixon
Mildred A. Dobbs
Linda Forsberg
Arthur & Luverne Foxford
Lloyd Freudenstein
Dianna & Fred Fritz
Eunice Barth Gilliam
Don and Mary Glaser
William (Bill) Goelzer
Hazel Whitford Miller Goheen
Calvin & Amy Goings
Stanley & Ila Goter
David Hackett
Paul Hackett
James Hawley
Cecil & Doris Herbert
Evelyn Swalander Hess
Charles & Maybelle Hoenhous
Matt Holm
Ernest & Irene Hopp
Dale Huff
Jim Kastama
Art Larson
Marvella Massie
Olive McDonough
Laurienne Stewart Minnich
John A. Mosolf

Reminder
Please don’t forget that we are a 501(C) (3) nonprofit organization. Dues, donations, etc. are fully
deductible from your income taxes, if you are able
to do so.

Where to Find Us
The South Hill Historical Society meets regularly
on the THIRD TUESDAY of the month 11:15 AM
(No meetings July and August) at the Highlands in
the Community Center . This complex is located at
502 43rd AVE SE, adjacent to and east of the Mel
Korum YMCA.
We welcome you to our monthly meetings. For
more information contact our former president,
Paul Hackett, at (253) 845-7691.
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In Memoriam
The South Hill Historical Society
regrets the passing of

Art Massie

11711 92nd AV E
Puyallup WA 98373

To:

4

Carolyn Nelson
Dorothy Nelson
Juanita Nordin
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Vern Rockstad
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Earl Root
Jim Ruble
Frank Ryser
Stan & Margery Salmon
William & Doris Scott
Clara K. Singer (Wallace)
Bonnie Nicolet Starkel
Lori Stock
Bill Stover
Marge (Crosson) Swain
Ralph & Yvonne Thorpe
Margo L & Joe Tucci
Carl Vest
Neil & Celia Vincent
Joan Vosler
Vivian Wepfer
W. Lynn Williams
Kevin Wimsett
Marilyn Larson Winterton
Lenore Nicolet Winton
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